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Legal requirements and registrations
Municipal registration: Many municipalities including Nice, Cannes, Antibes and Saint-Tropez require landlords to 
register their property as a vacation rental. This involves obtaining a registration number, which must appear on any 
listing or advertisement for the property.

Change of use authorisation: In some cities, including Cannes and Nice, you may need to request authorisation to 
change the use of your property from residential to short-term rental.

Tax and fiscal obligations: Owners are required to declare income from holiday rentals. The income is usually subject 
to taxe de séjour (tourist tax), which is collected from guests and remitted to the local authorities. You must also 
declare the rental income on your annual tax return, and in some cases, pay social security contributions if the income 
exceeds certain thresholds.

Insurance
Homeowner’s insurance: Ensure your property insurance policy covers vacation rentals, as standard homeowner’s 
insurance may not cover rental activity.

Public liability insurance: This covers any damage or injury that guests may cause to third parties while staying at your 
property, it is advisable to have your own dedicated coverage.

It is essential that any property with a swimming pool is equipped with an up to date safety system that complies with 
regulations. Before the rental, a certificate of proper functioning of this system must be provided. Additionally, we also 
require tenants to sign a waiver.

Rental agreement and terms
Your Savills agent will draw up a contract to cover the rental of your property, this will detail the property rented, the 
parties involved and the details of the agreement between these parties including additional key information such as 
the rental period, the payment terms (deposit, balance, and cancellation policies) plus the security deposit (caution) 
and its use, specific rules about use of the property (for example pets or smoking, etc.) in addition to any liability 
clauses or specific request or exclusions.

Renting out a property as a holiday home on the French Riviera can be a profitable venture, but there are 
several important steps, documents, and considerations an owner and future landlord needs to prepare. The 
following guide is an initial outline of data but not an exhaustive  list of all criteria. Owners and landlords are 
encouraged to seek individual legal and financial advice. Below are the key elements a landlord should keep 
in mind when working with Savills as your representative agent. Ahead of marketing your property, you will 
be asked to sign terms of agreement with Savills to outline the project of working together. At this stage you 
will also be requested to confirm your identity, and ownership of the property with Savills requiring visibility of  
key documentation.
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Property management during the rental period
During the whole rental period, Savills will take care of managing arrivals, organising cleaning, repairs and any specific 
requests from the tenants.

Maintenance and cleaning: It is preferable to rent your property with a cleaning and linen service including thorough 
maintenance of the garden and swimming pool is mandatory once a week during the rental period. Regular cleaning is 
essential, both during and outside the rental period, to keep the property clean and in good condition.

Guest experience and property preparation

Safety and compliance

Accounting and record keeping

Property manual: Provide a comprehensive guide for guests, including house rules, how to use appliances, local 
recommendations, and emergency contacts.

Amenities: Ensure your property is well-equipped with essential amenities such as Wi-Fi, clean linens, kitchen supplies, 
and toiletries in addition to extras of essential items. Some hosts chose to provide a welcome kit.

Check-in/check-out procedures: The Savills agent will take care of the client’s arrival and departure, including 
handing over the keys and carrying out the process for the check-in (‘état des lieux d’entrée’) and check-out (‘état des 
lieux de sortie’). 

Safety standards: Ensure your property complies with local safety regulations and legal requirements, including 
the installation of smoke detectors, carbon monoxide detectors (if necessary), and secure windows and doors. It is 
essential all swimming pools meet the current guidelines for safety, this includes protective barriers and alarms.

Energy performance certificate: In France, for long term rentals it is mandatory to display, market and provide guests 
with a Diagnostic de Performance Énergétique (DPE), which assesses the energy efficiency of the property. Please 
note, at the time of writing, this is not required for short term seasonal rentals.

Accessibility: Consider whether your property is accessible for guests with reduced mobility. Although not mandatory, 
providing information about accessibility features (or lack thereof) in your listing is useful.

Income and expense tracking: Keep detailed records of all rental income and expenses related to the property 
(maintenance, utilities, repairs, taxes) for tax declaration purposes.

Invoices and receipts: Ensure you provide receipts or invoices for any maintenance, cleaning or action completed 
during a rental period, this is essential for the appropriate return and use of the security deposit. Please note, the 
deposit can only be used to rectify an issue identified during the check-in/check-out process carried out by an 
independent person, (including a Savills representative or hussier de justice).

Savills will undertake the rental, marketing, and promotion of your property in line with your wishes. This can include 
photography, video preparation, brochure production in addition to advertising your property on suitable portals and 
to our registered database. It is important you discuss with the agent the process to make sure you are comfortable 
and have shared key facts, regulations and essential data. A picture paints a thousand words so we strongly advise 
that ahead of any photography, you stage your property so that it is presented at its very best. 

Rental price: Savills will complete the appropriate tasks and relevant market research to determine the pricing of your 
property dependent on season, length of stay and availability within the area. Please note, prices may vary depending 
on the season (e.g., high season in summer vs. low season in winter).

Availability management: We ask that you keep us up to date with the availability of your property in order to be 
able to respond to prospective clients quickly, this could include any private use of the property, a set period of rental 
(summer months) or if any maintenance will be completed at the property.

Marketing and advertising
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