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Lisbon
The "MUST GO" City

Lisbon has been considered the European “MUST GO"
city of the moment. There are numerous press articles
published in prestigious international publications
highlighting the most varied features that the city has
to offer to a wide range of tourists, investors, potential
residents and international students.

has been the main stage (ex: Web summit) and that
have helped to stimulate the growing development and
economy of the capital.
On the way to becoming one of the most relevant
technological capitals in Europe, Lisbon is the elected
destination of a significant number of international
students, which has been increasing consistently year
after year.

With a thriving economy, Lisbon is the perfect example
of harmony achieved between the modernity concepts
and its historic architectural heritage.

In the academic year of 2018/2019, Lisbon received
nearly a total of 121,000 students, of which 20,578 were
international students.

The city breathes innovation and entrepreneurship, the
result of a strategy and joint efforts between government
entities, public and private companies. An example of this
are the many events of international scale that Lisbon
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Student Housing - Portugal
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Number of students in Portugal in Academic Year 2018 / 2019 was
385.247, with more than 58.092 foreign students (15%) from 169
countries;

•

The main origin of foreign students are Brazil (20,627 students)
Angola (4,036 students), Spain (3,882 students) Cape Verde (3,616
students).

•

In 2018/2019 Lisbon municipality received nearly 120,696 students
from which 17% were international students;

Source: DGEEC
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(University of Lisbon)
Source: DGEEC
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Top Quality Universities

Student Top Priorities
Católica Lisbon

Business & Economics

Quality of Human Resources;

Affordable living costs;

Stable political, economic and social climate;

Quality of teaching;

High security;

International environment;

Good weather conditions througout the year;

Strong startup comunity;

Complete transport network;

Easiness in creating technology-based companies;

Attractive social and night life.

(Financial Times Global Rankings)

Portugal’s higher education system
was ranked the 35th best in the world
in the firs t edition of the QS Higher
Education System Strength Rankings.

32nd position in Europe

QS World
Ranking
2020

THE World
Ranking
2020

Lisbon University

338

Universidade Nova of Lisbon

421

Instituto Politécnico of Lisbon

-

ISCTE

-

Best European Destination 2018
World's Best City Break
Destination 2018

Quality of living;

Total Students
2018/ 2019

(Lisbon municipality
only)

International
Students
2018/ 2019

Current supply
University
PBSA Beds

% PBSA
Beds / Total
Students

501-600

48,703

7,876

1 174

2,4%

601-800

13,451

3,560

527

3,9%

12,931

1,173

200

1,5%

9,465

1,666

81

0,8%

601 - 800

Best Emerging Culture City

Top 20 City for Millennials in the
World

What Students Look For?
Finding a place to live at affordable prices has proved
to be one of the biggest challenges facing homeaway
Portuguese and international students. To the
exponential increase of rents in the capital is added a
scarce of quality supply.
Lisbon is currently struggling with a huge lack of
student beds. In 2017, data from the Ministry of
Science, Technology and Higher Education reported
that the number of homeaway students for the
Metropolitan Area of Lisbon was 27,732.
In Portugal it is estimated that there are about
114,000 displaced students and if we take into account
only the university accommodation that currently adds

European Green Capital 2020

One of the ten most startup
friendly European cities
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up 15,965 beds, only 14% of students have guaranteed
accommodation.
Universities with the largest number of students have
their own residences with more affordable prices, but
which may be limited to the use of university students,
national scholarship students and international
students in international mobility programs.
As an example, the University of Lisbon with a total
of 48,703 students, has 20 residences (1,174 beds)
spread over various points of the city.

Quality of Living Survey 2018
Lisbon integrates 50 cities with
better quality of life
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What Students Look For?

Student Housing Market
Lisbon Current Supply

•

To live near the university or city centre;

•

Good accessibility to the city center, preferably walking distance from
the metro line;

•

High quality facilities with good and modern design;

•

Full range of services: cleaning, laundry, F&B, concierge;

•

Good quality lazer & social areas;

•

The choice of accommodation that best suits the needs of the
students depends on factors such as financial resources, the duration
of the course and the students' own expectations regarding living and
experience in the city.

•

In Lisbon, Universidade de Lisboa and Universidade Nova de Lisboa
are the ones that more accommodation units offer to students;

•

Regarding private operators, most of them offer their units through
small buildings spread over the city, in strategic locations with good
public transports accessibilities.

Price Range

The large percentage of student
accommodation in Lisbon is provided
by private apartments, which can offer
the rental of just 1 room or the entire
apartment.

Lisbon counts on the presence of brands
such as Nine Student Living, Smart Studios,
Student Ville, U.Hub, Collegiate and
observing the intention of new operators
entering the Portuguese market.

Uniplaces is admittedly the platform that
brings together most of the offer available
on the market of this nature.

The focus of these operators is on an offer
that promotes strong concepts combined
with comfort, modernity and design.

Currently, this platform has an
estimated offer of approximately 5,000
accommodation units in Lisbon, which
include entire apartments, private rooms
and shared rooms.
In addition to the Uniplaces platform,
there are others operating in the market
such as Spothome, Erasmusu, Student
Corner, BQuarto, Easy Quarto, and also
social networks and the universe of informal
and non-professional leasing placed in
newspaper advertisements.

Among the most notorious projects
that stand out from the rest, we have the
Collegiate Marquês de Pombal promoted
by Temprano Capital Partners and WP Carey
the first luxury residence in Portugal, with a
capacity for 330 occupants that can benefit
from equipment such as cinema, swimming
pool, sauna, fitness room and club lounge
for a price that starts at 142€/per week.

University
Residences

Student
Housing

(Uniplaces)

(Nº Beds)

(Nº Beds)

4,920
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1,900

+

(Uniplaces)

170€ - 900€
University
Student Residences

150€ - 650€
Private Student
Housing

350€ - 1.600€

Investors | Operators

Private
Apartments
& Rooms

Private Apartments
& Rooms

775
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Future Projects
Among the most significant projects in the pipeline,
in 2021 the Student Hotel will open a Student Housing
with 435 studios located near the new Campus of Nova
School of Business and Economics (6.000 students).

National Plan for Accommodation in Higher
Education (PNAES)

The future university residence of Smart Studios
in Santa Apolónia, with about 4,000 sq.m., which
represents an investment of 5 million euros and will
put on the market an additional 114 apartments for
long-term rental for students, freelancers and young
professionals starting up. career and that will benefit
from the proximity to the new Hub Criativo do Beato
which will be the home of a very important cluster of
international companies, co-working spaces and startups.

Intervention Program aimed at the requalification
and construction of residences, with the objective of
increasing the offer of accommodation for students.
This plan foresees the rehabilitation of 250 properties
across the country, and in a first phase until the year
2022, it is planned to provide more than 12,000 in
Portugal.

Milestone is also betting strong in Carcavelos and will
open 200 studios at the Campus of the Nova School of
Business and Economics.
TPG, in partnership with Round Hill Capital, will also
put on the market a project with 390 beds for students
and 250 apartments in the city center.
It is estimated that 3,000 new beds (private projects)
will enter the student accommodation market in the
next two years and if the investment intentions of
some international groups come through, this pipeline
will increase.
The University of Lisbon (public supply) will also have
an additional 1,200 beds by 2022.
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